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APPENDIX I. WORKSHOP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

WORKSHOP 1. ARCHAEOLOGY, HERITAGE, LAND-USE AND 

ENVIRONMENT 

In this workshop we will address the data gaps identified for the following topics: 

 Kitikmiut Land Use (Travel Routes and Living Areas) 

 Special Resources 

 Archaeology 

 Water Quality 

 Plant Ecology 

The focus today is on areas proposed for development by Sabina. We will use 1:50,000 scale maps. 

The purpose of this workshop is to talk about use of the land by people. The kinds of topics we will 
cover include the location of archaeological sites, Inuit travel routes, and the locations of camps and 
gathering places. We are interested in where people found carving stone for the kudlik and their 
tools, where they collect wood and where the best water sources are. We will ask about important 
plants, what they were used for and where people went berry picking. 

Although there are not specific questions on the time period, as we talk about all these topics we 
will be asking when these locations were used, and when things happened. These do not need to be 
specific times (for example 1966) although if people know specific times, that would be great. What 
we would like to know is the general time period; for example, in the 1920s, or 1950s, or in more 
recent times. We want to hear about how Inuit used the land long ago but we also want to know 
how Inuit use the land today. 

Sabina has told us about their plans to develop a mine in the Hannigayok area. Part of the work that 
we are doing is to try and use Inuit Knowledge to suggest how Sabina can plan a better development 
for their project. As we talk about these questions, we would like you to think about and tell us any 
concerns you have about what Sabina is proposing. If you can think about how Sabina can change 
their plans to avoid problems (disturbance to important sites, wildlife, etc.), we would like to hear 
your thoughts. We would also like to hear your ideas of what Sabina can do differently to possibly 
avoid problems (i.e., bear or wolverine deterrence), reduce impact on caribou (i.e., calving, calves, 
migration, predation, etc.), avoidance of culturally or ecologically significant features, or 
incorporating traditional Inuit values in work plans.  

We will focus the workshop by asking specific questions, but we are not tied to these questions. 
People are free to add other topics that come to mind, or to provide information that we did not 
specifically ask for. 

Elders have told us that changes in weather have affected use of the land in many ways. As we talk 
about how people used the land, and later as we talk about fish and wildlife, we will also ask about 
how changes in climate have had an impact. In this workshop, we will focus on how changes in 
climate have affected people’s travel over time. We will ask about climate change in every question. 
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1. TRAVEL ROUTES AND CAMPS 

Land Travel 
1. Can you map the travel routes for each season and talk about where Inuit were going and why? 

2. What was the mode of transportation, by walking, dogteam, skidoo, boats? 

3. Which locations were dangerous for travel? These include areas with open water in winter, thin 

ice, cliffs, etc. 

4. Where are the camps along these travel routes? Which camps were used for overnight travel, 

and which camps were used for longer periods? Which of these camps were for hunting, 

trapping, and fishing and for what animals? 

5. Do Inuit have camping sites and/or cabins in the area that they still use today? 

Water Travel 
6. Where are the travel routes on water/ice and how were these used?  

7. What were the modes of transportation, skin boats, motorized boats, dogteam, snowmachine? 

8. Has travel on water/ice changed over time? Why is that? 

Placenames and Songs 
9. Do you know of any placenames in the area that are not already on the maps? 

10. Can you tell us the story of these placenames? What does the name mean? 

11. Do you know of any songs that are attached to these places? Would you mind singing it? 

Would you mind if we record you singing? 

2. SPECIAL RESOURCES 

12. Do you know of any locations of carving stone, flints, copper, etc. that were used for making 

tools and utensils? These could be areas that were used in the past but are not used now 

because all of the stone has been removed. 

13. Are there places that Inuit get stone for carving today? 

14. Where and when did Inuit collect wood? 

3. ARCHAEOLOGY 

15. Do you know of any places where there are artifacts? These include places where Inuit made 

tools, places with old cups and utensils, and places where people cached their food. We will 

map these locations and we would like you to tell us about how these items were made/used 

Artifacts can be big or very small. They include: 

a. Tent rings 

b. Houses (made of wood, sod, bone) 

c. Hearths (where people made fires and cooked) 

d. Cache sites (for meat and fish) 

e. Tool making places (where there are lots of flakes on the ground) 
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f. Tools, weapons and equipment (spear points, arrow heads, blades, harpoons) 

g. Fishing tools (lures, jiggers, rope) 

h. Clothing and eye protection 

i. Tools for hide and clothing preparation (scrapers, sewing needles) 

j. Cooking and eating utensils (kudlik, cups, bowls, ulu) 

k. Inokhok and talo 

16. Are there any places on the land where Inuit died and were left on the land? Are there places 

where there are graves? Do you know who these people are and who are their families? 

17. Are there places on the land which hold special importance for Inuit? These could be places 

where Inuit went to pray, or places where people should not go, for whatever reason. If people 

want to talk about shamans, we would like to hear those stories. Note that these special places 

are not places where it was difficult to travel; we will talk about those later. 

4. WATER QUALITY 

18. Where on the land did Inuit go to get drinking water during each season? 

19. Was it difficult to find good water and why? 

20. How was good water recognized? 

21. Has the quality of water changed over time? Why is this? Where (what rivers/lakes) has water 

quality changed? Where has it stayed the same? 

22. Can you still find good water using the skills of the past? Does the water need to be tested now 

to be sure it is good to drink? If it needs to be tested, tell us why. 

5. PLANTS AND VEGETATION 

23. What kinds of plants do Inuit know and what are their names? What are / were they used for? 

What time of year were they collected? 

24. Where did Inuit go on the land for specific kinds of plants? 

25. What kinds of berries did Inuit pick and where are /were the best berry picking places? What 

time of year did Inuit pick these berries?  

26. How were berries eaten? Were there methods of storing berries?
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WORKSHOP 2. TERRESTRIAL ECOLOGY (FISH AND WILDLIFE) 

In this workshop we will address data gaps related to terrestrial wildlife and fish. Terrestrial wildlife 
refers to animals on the land such as caribou, wolves, foxes, grizzly bears, muskox, moose and birds. 
We will also talk about fish in lakes, rivers and the ocean. 

The focus is on the proposed development area for Sabina, but for some questions we also cover 
the larger study area since animals move long distances. 

Although there are not specific questions on the time period, as we talk about all these topics we 
will be asking when these locations were used, and when things happened. These do not need to be 
specific times (for example 1966) although if people know specific times, that would be great. What 
we would like to know is the general time period; for example, in the 1920s, or 1950s, or in more 
recent times. We want to hear about how Inuit used the land long ago but we also want to know 
how Inuit use the land today. 

Sabina has told us about their plans to develop a mine in the Hannigayok area. Part of the work that 
we are doing is to try and use Inuit Knowledge to suggest how they can plan a better development. 
As we talk about these questions, we would like you to think about and tell us any concerns you 
have about what Sabina is proposing. If you can think about how they can change their plans to 
avoid problems (disturbance to important sites, wildlife, etc.), we would like to hear your thoughts. 

We will focus the workshop by asking specific questions, but we are not tied to these questions. 
People are free to add other topics that come to mind, or to provide information that we did not 
specifically ask for. 

Changes in weather have affected fish and wildlife in many ways. As we talk about fish and wildlife, 
we will ask how changes in climate have affected species and people’s access to and use of them. 
We will ask about climate change in every question. 

1. TUKTUIT (CARIBOU) 

1. Where are the important wetlands and other habitats that caribou use for feeding when 

they are there in the spring, summer and fall? 

2. What areas do caribou use to escape bugs and hot weather? 

3. How do you tell the difference between the Island and Bathurst (mainland) caribou? 

4. Where do you find caribou in the winter? Do you know what kind of caribou these are 

(Island, Bathurst)? 

5. Where do you find Island caribou at the different times of the year? 

6. Have you seen changes in the numbers and areas where you find mainland caribou? 

2. AMAGOK (WOLF) 

7. Do you know the locations of amagok dens? Do you remember when these dens were 

active? 

8. Which areas are important for amagok? At what time of year do you find them there? 

9. Where and when do you hunt amagok? 
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3. AKHAK (GRIZZLY BEAR) 

10. Do you know where there are akhak dens? 

11. Where do you see akhak in the spring? Summer? Fall? 

12. Where and when do you hunt akhak? 

4. FOX (TIGIGANIAK, KAYUKTOK) 

13. Do you know where there are tigiganiak and kayuktok dens?  

14. Which foxes are most numerous, tigiganiak or kayuktok? 

15. Have you seen a change over time in the numbers and areas that these two kinds of foxes 

use? 

16. Did you run traplines for fox? When and where?  

5. KALVIK (WOLVERINE) 

17. Which areas are most important for kalvik in the spring? Summer? Fall?  

18. Have you seen kalvik dens where they have their young? Where? 

19. Where are the best areas for trapping kalvik in the winter? Have you trapped kalvik? Where 

were your traplines? 

20. Have you hunted or do you hunt kalvik by snowmachine? Where and when? 

6. OMINGMAK (MUSKOX) 

21. What areas are used by omingmak in the spring? Summer? Fall? Winter? 

22. Do you hunt them in the study area? Where do you hunt them? 

23. Have you seen changes in the areas that omingmak use? 

24. Has the increase in omingmak numbers and areas that they use affected tuktuk? 

7. TUKTUKVAK (MOOSE) 

25. Have you seen tuktukvak in the study area? Where? 

26. Do you hunt them? 

8. EKALOK (FISH) AND FISH HABITAT 

Following is a list of the main fish species that we will talk about. We will map the occurrence of 
arctic charr in the local study area, but we do have a lot of biological information for this species 
already in the NTKP. More focus will be placed on obtaining biological information for the other 
species. Using photographs we will identify which fish species occur and where, what their 
important habitats are, and which types Inuit prefer to eat. 

27. Ekalukpik (Arctic charr) 
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28. Hulukpaugak (Arctic grayling) 

29. Ehok (Lake trout) 

30. Anakheek (Lake whitefish) & Kapihillik (Arctic cisco) 

31. Hiugyuktok (Tomcod) 

32. Burbot 

33. Turbot 

34. Longnose Sucker (Milugiak) 

 

We will also ask the following questions: 

35. Have you seen changes in numbers and condition of fish over time in lakes, rivers and 

ocean? 

36. Have there been changes in the kinds of fish that occur in lakes, rivers and ocean? 

37. What factors affect the health and condition of fish? 

9. KOPANOAK (BIRDS) 

Using photographs we will identify which bird species occur in the study area, when they are there, 
and what areas are important to them. We will ask which species are best for eating and which 
species people hunt. Questions will be organized according to main bird species groups: 

38. Waterfowl (Geese, swans, ducks, eider ducks, loons) - Where do you see/hunt waterfowl 

species and when? 

39. Waterfowl - Which species are important for eggs? Where are the egg harvesting areas? 

When do you harvest eggs? 

40. Raptors (Eagles, falcons, hawks) - Which species occur in the study area and when? 

41. Raptors - Where are raptor nests found? 

42. Raptors – How do Inuit use raptors? Which species, where and when? 

43. Owls - Where do you see/hunt owl species and when? How do Inuit use owls? 

44. Owls - Where are owl nests found? 

45. Passerines (Songbirds) - Which songbird species occur in the study area? When do you see 

them? Are there areas that are important for songbirds? 

46. Do Inuit use songbirds? How? Which species? When? 

47. Ptarmigan – Where are important areas for ptarmigan? 

48. Ptarmigan – When do Inuit hunt them? 
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WORKSHOP 3. MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

The marine environment is a major data gap in the NTKP. In this workshop we will address data gaps 
related to Inuit travel and use of ocean ice, and data gaps for marine animals and plants. The main 
topics are: 

 Inuit travel and camps 

 Marine mammals 

 Marine fish 

 Marine birds 

 Marine Invertebrates (mussels, clams) 

 Marine plants (seaweed, etc.) 

1. INUIT USE OF OCEAN  

1. Can you map the travel routes on the water and ice and talk about where Inuit were going 

and why? 

2. Where were the sealing camps on the sea ice? Can you talk about how these camps were 

used? 

3. Are there other ways that Inuit used ocean ice that we are not aware of? 

2. ISLAND CARIBOU 

Although not a marine mammal, Island Caribou use traditional ice crossings between Killinik (Victoria 

Island) and the mainland twice each year. In the fall Island caribou migrate across the sea ice to spend 

the winter on the mainland and they return to Killinik in the spring for calving, summer, and the rut. 

Crossing locations are identified in the NTKP, but given that the herd has been increasing in recent years, 

follow-up information on crossing locations and the status of the herd is required. Questions on the 

ecology of Island caribou are included in the terrestrial workshop and in this workshop we will focus on 

caribou use of ice. 

4. Where are the fall crossing locations for Island Caribou? 

5. Where are the spring crossing locations for Island Caribou? 

3. MARINE MAMMALS 

Following is a list of the main types of marine mammals. Using photographs we will identify which 

species occur in the study area, when they are there, and what habitats are important for them. We will 

ask which species people hunt and when.  

6. Nattik (Ringed seal) 

7. Ugyuk (Bearded seal) 

8. Aivik (Walrus) 

9. Beluga whale 

10. Narwhal 
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11. Polar bear (Nanok) 

4. MARINE FISH 

Most of the data gaps for freshwater fish will have been addressed during the terrestrial ecology 
workshop. Once we review the information, any outstanding questions will be addressed during this 
workshop. Marine fish have not been well investigated in the NTKP; thus the main species types that 
consultants will discuss are not known. We will focus on fish that are important to Inuit for food and 
for other uses (e.g. dog food). Photos and descriptions will be used to identify species. The dominant 
Arctic fish families are: 

12. Cods 

13. Eelpouts 

14. Snailfishes 

15. Sculpins 

16. Salmonids 

5. MARINE INVERTEBRATES  

There is no information on marine invertebrates in the NTKP. We will use photographs to identify 
which species occur in the study area and what habitats are important for them. We will ask which 
species people use and when. The kinds of invertebrates that could be discussed are species such as 
clams, crabs, shrimp, starfish, squid, etc. 

17. Marine Invertebrates 

6. MARINE PLANTS 

There is no information on marine plants in the NTKP. We will use photographs to identify which 
species occur in the study area and the best areas for them. We will ask which plants people use, 
what their uses are, and when collection occurs.  

18. Marine Plants 

7. MARINE BIRDS 

Limited information on marine birds occurs in the NTKP. Using photographs we will identify which 
species occur in the study area, when they are there, and what habitats are important for them. We 
will ask which species people hunt and when. Important nesting and egg collection sites will be 
mapped. Marine birds include species such as Eiders, Gulls, Fulmars, Auklets, Puffins, Murrelets, 
Guillemots, Murres, Petrels, Shearwaters, Albatrosses, Loons, and many species of sea ducks. 

19. Marine Birds 
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APPENDIX	II	
Naonaiyaotit	Traditional	Knowledge	Project	(NTKP)	

Consent	Form	
Naonaiyaotit	Inuit	Elitkohiitnik	

Anggiktot	Titigait	

Sub-Project	Title:		

Hannigayok	-	Sabina	Gold	&	Silver	Corp.	Back	River	Project	

	

NAME OF CONSULTANT   _____________________________________  ____________ 

ATIA OKAKTITAOYUP 

Background 

The Naonaiyaotit Traditional Knowledge Project 

The Naonaiyaotit Traditional Knowledge Project (NTKP) is the foundation for Kitikmeot Inuit 

Traditional Knowledge. It is housed within a GIS database (a computer program which links map 

data to interview data) housed at the Kitikmeot Inuit Association (KIA) office in Kugluktuk, 

Nunavut. As well as map and interview data, the NTKP contains photos, audio and video 

recordings. The NTKP database is the property of Kitikmuit, and is preserved and managed by 

the KIA. 

The NTKP contains Traditional Knowledge regarding Inuit land use, environment, vegetation, 

fish and wildlife within the Kitikmeot region. The core data was collected during 1995 and 1996 

from interviews with elders and land-users and focused on the Slave Geological Province. That 

study area has been expanded to include the entire Kitikmeot Region as the KIA incorporates 

data from older studies and from current studies. 

As well as being a repository of Kitikmeot Inuit Traditional Knowledge, the NTKP is a land-use 

planning tool, helping Inuit to decide and plan how and when development will occur on their 

lands.  
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The participants in the NTKP are called “consultants”. Consultants are fairly compensated for 

their contributions and participation.  

Hannigayok - Sabina Gold & Silver Corp. Proposed Back River Project 

Sabina Gold & Silver Corp. (Sabina) is proposing to develop mixed open-pit and underground 

gold mines at their Goose Lake and George Lake properties (Sabina Project), located in the 

vicinity of Back River (known as Hannigayok by Kitikmiut). The George Lake Property is located 

105 kilometers (km) southwest of the community of Kingaok in Bathurst Inlet; and the Goose 

Lake Property is a further 60 km to the south of George. The Project also contains a marine 

laydown area which is located 30 km south of Kingaok. 

The purpose of this study is to address Traditional Knowledge data gaps and information needs 

for the Sabina Project which exists within the regional NTKP. Additionally, Sabina has requested 

that KIA solicit opinions and recommendations from the consultants on their proposed mining 

project, as has been explained to the KIA and the consultants by Sabina. 

Use of Information 

Map information, interview recordings, audio, video or photographic, and the resulting 

translations, and/or transcriptions and/or images will be used for the following purposes: 

1. Incorporation into the NTKP for the benefit of all Kitikmeot Inuit. 

2. Preparation of a report which will be provided to Sabina for use within their 

environmental assessment according to the terms specified by the KIA. 

The following consultant details will be kept confidential and will not be released to Sabina or 

other party without the permission of the consultant: 

1. Personal identifying information including name and biographical details. 

Consultant names will be listed in the report(s) to acknowledge the authors of the Traditional 

Knowledge data but will not be tied to specific information. 

Consultants retain ownership of their individual Traditional Knowledge Information even when 

it is contained within the larger NTKP database. The KIA will not use the interview recordings, 
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whether they are audio, video, or photographic, and the resulting translations, and/or 

transcriptions, and/or images for any other purpose without the permission of the consultant. 

Consultant Agreement 

I agree to the use of the information I have provided according to the conditions stated above. 

    

_______ _____________________        

Signature of Consultant     

Okaotaoyuni kulaaneettoni    

 

_______ _____________________        

KIA Representative 

Apikhikattaktup Sainiktakha 

 

Date  __________        _____________ 

Obok 
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APPENDIX III. CONCERNS, COMMENTS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SABINA 

1 INTRODUCTION 

This appendix accompanies the results report from the August 2013 data gaps workshops held in 
Kugluktuk and Cambridge Bay. As well as collecting Inuit Traditional Knowledge, Sabina requested 
that KIA solicit opinions and recommendations from the consultants on their proposed mining project. 
These opinions and recommendations are contained within this appendix. 

One quote summarizes the message that all consultants wished Sabina to hear. 

“We can’t emphasize enough I guess how much we want them to ensure that our land stays the 

same, during their operations and after.” 

The consultants’ words are presented as they were spoken, edited for English and clarity but without 
interpretation. Consultant replies are encased in quotes. A series of dots ‘…’ indicates where text was 
omitted. Explanations added by the editors are encased in brackets or presented outside of the 
quotes. 

As in the main report, the contributions of all the consultants are included; no attempt was made to 
select representative quotes to avoid unintentionally assigning importance to any particular quote.  
However, in this appendix consultants are not identified using unique codes. Unlike Traditional 
Knowledge, this appendix contains people’s opinions and viewpoints which may not be shared by 
everyone that participated. 

2 HANNINGAYUK (BEECHEY LAKE) 

The entire Bathurst Inlet region has been used by Inuit for thousands of years. However, Hanningayuk 
(Beechey Lake) was documented as having special importance. Not only has Hanningayuk had 
extensive Inuit use, it has high spiritual importance for Inuit with some consultants using the term 
“sacred” to refer to the lake and surrounding area. 

People lived on both shores of the lake for many, many years. This was also a place where ocean and 
inland people from other regions would come together during special occasions. These gatherings 
continued after the introduction of Christianity, as celebrations of Easter and Christmas became 
important to Inuit. The consultants expressed the desire that Beechey Lake be identified as a heritage 
and conservation area and that development never be allowed there. 

The importance of Hanningayuk is discussed at length in the main report and thus the quotes are not 
included here again.  One quote is used to demonstrate the importance of the lake and the 
surrounding area to Inuit. 

“It’s very, very strong (the feeling for Hanningayuk). Like all other places, camps, where people 

tend to get together. In wintertime, it’s more the time when they get together, when they can 

get around easier by dog team and don’t have to walk so far. Just like at Easter time or at 

Christmas time. We had our own …. some people long ago had their own dates … at certain 

important times… And they start to think about their brothers and sisters and their neighbours 
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from hundreds of miles away and they want to get together. And Beechey Lake was one of these 

places.” 

3 MINING PROCESS AND CHEMICALS 

The consultants asked Sabina to consider alternatives to leaving tailings on the ground. They 
recommended that Sabina look into how to get rid of cyanide permanently rather than leave it behind 
in a tailings containment facility. Consultants were not only concerned about cyanide, they were also 
concerned about all other chemicals used in the mining process and its impact on the land and on 
water quality. 

“What I've seen in Lupin with that tailings pond is that they were dumping also these barrels into 

the tailings pond. They empty their cyanide, cyanide barrels, I've see them dump those empty 

barrels right into the tailings pond.” 

“And another one, Yellowknife being an example again, they have lots and lots of chemicals 

underground. Because Goose Lake is going to be an underground project also, I think?” 

“What I'm thinking about Lupin, because it was an all underground project, I'm not 100% sure 

but from what I heard in Yellowknife and the stories that come out from Yellowknife, I'm really 

afraid of these chemicals being left underground, tons and tons of chemicals that are left 

underground. Also how they extract the gold through pipes or what have you. It's what we are 

really concerned about. They're leaving their garbage right on the spot, when they leave.  

Looking at Lupin again, it's one of those mines where another company takes over. Another 

company finishes with that project and another company takes over again. And nobody is willing 

to clean up that Lupin site it seems, from what I've been looking at over the years. Because it’s 

being passed on from company to company and each company is not willing to clean up. What 

I'm looking at, is they are saying there may be gold under there. They are still doing lots and lots 

of drilling but what I see is no results from the drilling.” 

“There are many issues that need to be clarified before this type of project goes ahead because 

they are mining gold and chemicals, different kinds of chemicals are being used. Even diamonds, 

diamond extraction is little different from gold itself but there still are chemicals, they still have 

tailings ponds and a lot of chemicals. All chemicals I think are pretty much detrimental to the 

landscape and the area.” 

4 CLIMATE CHANGE AND TAILINGS CONTAINMENT 

The changing weather and its effect on mining operations was a major concern of the consultants. 
The concern was expressed that with climate change and melting permafrost that the stability of the 
tailings pond and liner would be affected. They wanted to know how this would be addressed. If 
thermistors were used (as was seen as EKATI), to maintain freezing, what would happen after mining 
was completed, and who would continue to maintain the integrity of the tailings area. They said that 
Sabina could not guarantee that the tailings would remain contained forever. As well as climate 
change, earthquakes were a concern. 
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“When we talk about these changes, and we're talking about the tailings pond, the garbage that 

is being left behind by these mining companies…. The fluctuations in weather, you have to put it 

into consideration that the weather is really unpredictable all the time especially nowadays with 

climate change. We can see the drastic changes all over the world right now. The weather is 

changed all of over the world, Nunavut and even here. We are experiencing it here too. Some 

people say it’s very drastic for the North compared to more settled areas in the world.” 

“That's why we have big concerns over tailings ponds, water quality and air quality. Now that we 

have, we've had many mines and experienced open pit mining already; just in the last few years, 

what a big difference it has been already in the dust quality. Because it's an open pit mine, dust 

is blowing all the time.” 

“Air quality, because of the open pit mines. Just from those open pit mines alone, along with the 

natural ingredients in the air, which might be coming from other parts of the world also. The air 

quality gets mixed in the air and dumped on the ground. Everywhere in the world wherever dust 

or anything may fall.” 

“It's just the same as in the meat caches. Some day you are going to have to eat that meat, 

maybe in a month or so. It might still be there next year depending on the permafrost, and it 

might be good for another year or so. Once you put in the permafrost, it would be good for how 

many years. It's just like a freezer. It's like we had our freezers. We dug into the permafrost. 

Some places you don't have to dig very deep. 

Nowadays the permafrost is much deeper now because of the growth. Climate is warming up, 

plants and vegetation are growing faster. So the permafrost is a little bit deeper.” 

“That's what I've always been really worried about, people leaving their tailings ponds, just like 

at Contwoyto Lake. Tailings pond are subjected to permafrost changes. Due to climate change 

it's going to drop for some reason and that liner somehow may be stretched, or, if there's 

nothing supporting it, it is going to break down or break open. That's what I really have a big 

concern about.” 

“If they're going to have freezers like that underground, that's what I'm thinking, it's only when 

they're doing the mining. They are going to put these freezers down into the ground. It might be 

okay for the time that the mine is open and these freezers are maintained while they are mining 

but once the mining is all done and everything, who's going to maintain those freezers after they 

have done away with the mining in that area? If they are going to pull it out again after the 

mining is done, it's going to melt again. It's all going to melt again. Somehow maybe the tailings 

will be subjected to more sinkholes. Maybe sinkholes at the bottom of tailings pond; that’s what 

were really worried about.” 

4.1 Tailings Liner 

The consultants wanted to alert Sabina about their concerns regarding the tailings liner. Some had 
seen in other areas (the tank farm at Boston camp was the example provided) that hikhik and other 
animals chewed through liners, even though they were very thick linings. Other animals, including 
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mice, lemmings and even ground beetles could chew through thick liners. Given enough time, these 
animals can eat through anything. Some consultants had seen this at other sites (such as Lupin) where 
animals have eaten through tough materials. 

“They are proposing to put their tailings at the Goose Lake site, I believe on the northwest of 

Goose Lake itself. What they're proposing to do is to leave the tailings there when they're done 

with mining and everything. They say they will put in a liner to keep the tailings from seeping 

underground.  

I'm not too sure what type of liner they will be using but I've seen these liners. One example, I 

believe it was at the Boston site, Boston camp. They had a tank farm with a liner under it, thick, 

some type of liner, and I've seen these liners chewed through by squirrels, by hikhik, Even though 

they are thick liners, they still managed to punch through those liners. That's one of my worries, 

one of the things we should be looking at. There is a possibility of hikhik or different animals, 

small animals, going through the liner.” 

“That's why I've really been subjecting my conversations about, my concerns. I often times use 

Lupin a lot now (as an example) because their tailings have been in place for many years already. 

Anything could happen to this liner. Animals such as ground squirrels are lemmings or even 

beetles, the beetles that are on the tundra, they can eat through just about anything. 

My concern, is that through time this will happen to this liner. Ground squirrels, they burrow into 

a lot of places where it's accessible, suitable, for denning. From year-to-year they make their 

dens in certain areas. A lot of time this material that they would be using for this tailings pond is 

more like a place where lemmings or ground squirrels or bugs can burrow in and chew away at 

the liner.” 

“Even mice will chew through them.” 

“Even those kalikuvaluk, those little bugs. They're really strong.” 

“Those beetles can chew through really thick seal skin. They can chew the whole thing.” 

“And there is a possibility that this could happen and the tailings could leak under the ground. 

That's one of the concerns.” 

5 TUKTUIT (CARIBOU) 

Many concerns were iterated about caribou by all the consultants, and all the quotes are not included 
here as many are present in the report. Concerns were related to the effects of exploration, mining 
and human activities and caribou. The consultants attributed the decline in caribou herds and changes 
in distribution, particularly migration corridors and calving areas, to the influence of humans. They 
believed that the increase in helicopter traffic since the late 1960s had had a negative effect on 
migration. 

When it was cold, noise traveled further; thus the impact of noise on caribou was greater during 
winter. It wasn’t just a matter of helicopters flying high. Both low and high flying helicopters deterred 
caribou during cold seasons. 
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Dust was raised as a concern, and its impacts on caribou migration. The quality of caribou meat had 
also changed. More sickness was being seen in the meat and the fat was no longer good to eat as it 
was once. This was attributed to changes in food and water quality due to dust and other chemicals 
that had entered the environment as a result of mining and exploration. 

“I was explaining that as a young man going down to Bathurst Inlet, a lot of people said it too, 

the caribou migration was incredible to see. The lines would stretch, not only in one spot, from 

the shore to the other side of the inlet. Long lines, it was incredible seeing that. After this mining 

exploration at Echo Bay started a winter road, I watched these caribou. I went up there, went to 

see and you could see that these caribou were not crossing, it was a barrier. It re-routed their 

migration route.” 

“Even today, when they see caribou, it seems like when you go to them, it seems like they run 

away right away, maybe from the noise of choppers. We notice it nowadays, like when you go 

caribou hunting. Where there are a few in a herd, they run away. Sometimes it’s hard to catch 

them. It seems like they are more scared because of the chopper noise. We’ve seen that.” 

6 WINTER ROADS 

6.1 Caribou 

The impact of the Tibbitt to Contwoyto winter road on caribou was talked about by many of the 
consultants. Over the years since the road was first built, Inuit noticed changes in the migration of 
caribou and their use of calving areas in Bathurst Inlet. Every time there was a new mine built, and 
more exploration, there were changes in caribou behaviour. They said that it wasn’t only a mine that 
affected caribou; even small drilling outfits have affected caribou migration. 

6.2 Land Damage 

“This is an example of land use by heavy equipment. Flying over from here to Bathurst in the 

summer in the plane, from George (Lake) north to Boston (camp at Hope Bay mining project), 

you can see where they used the ice road in the winter. Along the road, where they used heavy 

equipment you see yellow, dead grass. That grass takes a long time to grow where it’s been 

destroyed.” 

6.3 Contaminants 

Vehicles on the winter road have brought in contaminants. Not only have there been oil and fuel spills 
but also dust and mud that have been brought from areas down south because the trucks have not 
been properly cleaned at Yellowknife. Not only was this a source of contamination, it also was source 
of introduced species that were not endemic to the north (plants and animals). 

“… About the potential of contaminants being spilled. I’ve seen it on the winter road to 

Contwoyto. Back in the late 1980s, early 1990s, I was out hunting at Pellatt Lake, Contwoyto. I 

was on the winter road and I saw where they worked on a vehicle, probably a truck, there were 

some big black oil spills and antifreeze left on the ice. It was just left on the ice, on the winter 

road. I’m always afraid it will happen around Bathurst, or anywhere where they build a winter 
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road or a permanent road. They leave a mess where they have been working on a vehicle or 

truck. I’ve seen that at Pellatt just on the ice. In the spring it was just left there, it’s melting, there 

is water on that oil and antifreeze. 

In the summer, just north of Lupin, at the end of Kathawachaga, where they had a winter road 

before, this was in the summer. I went there overland, they had left a big garbage pile there. I 

didn’t like the sight of that. That winter road was to Hood River I think from the end of 

Kathawachaga. There was a big pile of garbage, and bulldozers, it was a big mess. I got it 

cleaned up after I told someone. They just leave the oil.” 

“I always find it hard to accept the fact that exploration is going to continue and it’s going to go 

on. But I have come to realize that it is a fact and that we have to deal with it and try to ensure 

that the mines can better look after how they get rid of their contaminants, the chemicals. They 

always say that it’s guaranteed that nothing gets in, but I know. I’ve worked in the mines, and 

I’ve seen activities going on and I know it gets into the ground, I’ve seen it. That little bit that 

gets into the ground will multiply over the years. Caribou will walk by and have a bite of that 

food and that contaminates him, or her, it. So, it is a big concern. If there was a way we could 

prohibit mining until that guarantee could be proven, and nothing left in the ground affects it.” 

“That is my way of thinking but again I’m one person but I try to pass on that there are dangers 

involved in what we are doing. Our leaders in government have to find ways to get the almighty 

dollar into our people and that’s one of the ways that they do it I guess, by accepting mining and 

exploration. You weight on one hand we have all the resources that we depend on and on the 

other hand, they’re putting all that at risk for a few dollars that will last for a year or two, or 

maybe five years. So without the other? The impact on the other one, if we have something that 

happens.” 

6.4 Introduced and Invasive Species 

The consultants documented a number of new species that they had not seen in their area before.  
Many of these were birds and insects.  They believed these species had arrived because of changes in 
climate.  They also documented other species that they believed had arrived via traffic on the Tibbitt 
to Contwoyto winter road, on ship hulls and in ship ballast water. They were concerned that these 
new species, plant and animal, would have invasive qualities and harm or displace native species. 

“That's why we're seeing all types of bugs and plant life all along these winter roads that are so 

much different from away from the road. That is going to have to be a big issue for them. They 

are going to have to look at the whole road, what's in there, before they start this thing.” 

“All along this winter road you see all this mud right in the middle-of-the-road. Sometimes I 

travel lots on the road when the trucking season is over. Me and my wife we travel lots on this 

winter road and you see mud and rocks, even strapping even from crates left behind on this 

road… 
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That's been one of my big concerns. If they are going to start using large ships, or stuff that they 

are going to be hauling through this area, they are going to be bringing all kinds of stuff from 

over there, invasive species of plants or wildlife, fish.  

I watch those trucks on the winter road. Mud all along these winter roads, lakes, and streams, 

wherever the winter road goes through. You see all this big piles of mud, just solid frozen mud 

where they clean their trucks every once in a while. I’ve seen a big pile of mud in the middle of 

the road or on the portage.” 

6.5 Sabina’s Proposed Winter Road Connector 

The northern part of the road at Beechey Lake is a dangerous location as this area is open in winter 
(Winter Water Reach). All such narrowings at the inlets and outlets of lakes are areas of thin ice and 
open water and cannot support an ice road. These locations are potentially not only very dangerous 
for travel, they also are locations of major use by Inuit. 

The consultants asked Sabina to ensure that elders are involved during the archaeological assessment 
of the proposed winter road connector. Archaeological sites and artifacts may not necessarily be 
visible on the surface because Inuit buried their most valuable tools and utensils, etc., to protect them 
from the elements and from animals. Elders would know which areas were most sensitive and 
potentially had buried artifacts. 

It is better to have the winter road further away from streams and rivers, and focus on large lakes 
where the water level is more stable and the ice more reliable. 

“That's why I asked yesterday whether they're going to do environmental studies on this 

proposed route. (They should conduct archeological studies with elders)… Probably where the 

most archaeological sites are at the narrows.” 

(Discussing the proposed winter road at Winter Water’s Reach (Beechey Lake outlet): 

“Any mouth of the river, outlet or inlet, is going to be a very, very important spot. In these places 

they are gathering food for the winter. You want lots of dried fish and caribou, you want to 

cache as much fish for the winter as possible, right in the rivers at the outlets and inlets, and of 

lakes. So right away I can see (a problem).  

It becomes very, very difficult no matter where you are making a proposed route for a road, 

wherever it might go through. Even though it goes through there, it will be the same situation 

here or here or if you want to move it somewhere else away from that area.  

It's not so bad if it's further away from the stream, maybe where the water, the lake water, is 

more still. What I'm seeing here is that because it's so close to the river, there are going to be 

fluctuations in how thick the ice is going to be from time to time over the winter. It's (that 

location) very, very narrow. The ice is going to be fluctuating; it's going to be very, very 

dangerous.  

These are some of the things to watch for when they're proposing these routes. I know they have 

augers and they test a lot of it before they go to those lakes and streams all right, but they don't 
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know how these are over winter. How long a warm spell might be, a week or a couple of weeks? 

In that time the ice gets very, very thin.” 

7 BIRDS 

“In the Sabina environmental presentation, they talked about VECs (Valued Ecoystem 

Components). Of the birds which I mentioned, they only talked about migratory birds. They 

didn’t talk about the birds that stay all year, the ravens or ptarmigans. We want them to also 

consider the birds that stay all year). Ravens, ptarmigans, snowy owls, and raptors sometimes 

too.” 

8 WATER AND AIR QUALITY 

The consultants expressed concerns about climate change and its impact on water in all its forms, and 
how that would affect the mining process. These concerns are summarized: 

1. They had seen major changes in water levels in ocean, rivers and lakes in the Bathurst Inlet 

area. Although scientists said water levels should be rising, they have seen water levels 

decreasing. Islands that used to be under water are now visible. Impact of climate change on 

water quality was major concern. 

2. They had seen decreased levels of rain and snow.  

3. They have seen major changes in air quality because of dust. There was a lot more fine dust 

in the air which likely travelled hundreds, if not thousands of kilometers. This dust could be 

seen in the snow today and had changed its texture. They believed Inuit could not make the 

same kind of stable igloos today like in the past because the texture of the snow has 

changed. 

4. Not only was there less snow and rain, there was a lot more wind which didn’t allow the 

snow to form the same depths and consistencies that it did before. This has made travel a 

lot more difficult. Many hunters were saying they couldn’t travel as easily in winter by 

snowmachine anymore because of the exposed ground. Safety was a major concern. They 

were concerned about how changes in weather patterns would affect the mining process 

and how it could be done safely, and ensuring protection of the land. 

5. The consultants believed that water quality in the Coppermine River watershed had been 

affected.  As a result, they felt the health and quality of fish had been affected. They could 

no longer eat the fat off the charr when not fresh, i.e., when it was frozen. They believed 

that this was due to contamination from dust and minerals that had entered the 

environment as a result of mining. They were now seeing the same kind of impacts in 

Bathurst Inlet and its river systems, not only in charr but also in seals. Mines needed better 

ways of dealing with contaminants, be it chemicals, or dust, or minerals released from 

mining. There was never a guarantee that something won’t get into the ground and into the 

water. Over time even small amounts could accumulate and cause damage. 
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“… And it's not only how water, what is in the water right away, you also have to think about the 

rainwater, the snow also that's coming down. It's going to be washing a lot of this rock onto the 

ground itself, to streams and everything all these chemicals or whatever will all be washed into 

the streams. Water quality is one of the major, major ones. And air quality is another big issue. 

The wildlife is another big issue, especially for these mines. Water quality, water disperses itself 

everywhere in cracks and crevices and leeches down to wherever water leeches down to.” 

“There are a lot of issues about water. It's not only natural water that we are subjected to 

through these mines. Another one is their plumbing, their sewage ponds and sewage lagoons 

and whatnot. They all emit chemicals through these pits. Even though they don't actually let any 

sewage or anything to the tailings pond. What I've seen in Lupin is that they have two areas, 

where they have their tailings and a different area where they are dumping their sewage. They 

use a lot of chemicals in their cleaning and what have you to the sewage lagoons.” 

“The river systems flowing down anywhere are connected. All the little streams that flow from 

Lupin and Mara, Burnside, all flows into Bathurst Inlet. It’s always my concern as well if they 

have some sort of spill going down the rivers will end up in the inlet.” 

” … When they (mining companies) are giving their stories and their presentations, they always 

say that they guarantee that nothing is going to happen. There are never any guarantees, 

there’s always a little bit of something that gets into the system, we can see that. Every year 

(there is) a little bit and the following years it adds to it, and so on. Many years into mining and 

exploration and I believe that the impact that it has on the fish (is apparent) today. There could 

be other things involved in the ocean, when fish reach the ocean but I believe that it’s in the river 

system. (That is where) contaminants get into the fish and that affects the fat. As it does in 

marine mammals and in seals, you can see the contaminants are most visible in the fat of the 

animals. That’s my concern.”  

8.1 Sewage Treatment 

The consultants wanted to know what the plans were for sewage treatment. They recommended 
some sort of sewage treatment similar to what was being used at Diavik, and not sewage lagoons. 

“At Diavik all the sewage is treated before it goes back out to the lake. From what I have seen, 

where they dump the water, the sewage that they're putting back into Lac de Gras, it's one of 

the places where we tested for fish quality, and for how we make tea. From those spots, where 

the treated sewage water comes out, that's where we collected some of our drinking tea water, 

for tests. 

It was good. It was all good. And when we drink tea in our homes we don't want to see any film 

on the cup, on the top of the cup, chemicals. We didn't see that when we made tea at Diavik 

when we were doing those water tests, the water effects monitoring program. 

After they put this water in this pond, this lake, the treated water from the treatment plant, they 

have a holding lake which settles for a number of times before it can go back into Lac de Gras. I 

think that would be another recommendation that we would like to see for Sabina. Some sort of 



Concerns, Comments and Recommendations Page AIII-10 
 

a water treatment plant for their sewage, sewage lagoons or whatever. And I'm wondering if 

tailings, can there be something that can be treated to the cyanide, just like the sewage from 

camp. How would that be if they were to treat that before, instead of being raw tailings, which 

are being dumped into a tailings pond.” 

8.2 Landfill Site for Metal 

The consultants had seen the landfill site where junk metal had been stored at the EKATI mine. They 
had observed metals leaching into the ground from rain and snow. They believed that this had 
impacted water quality in that area and they were concerned that it also was impacting water quality 
in the Coppermine River system. They wanted Sabina to be aware of this concern and to not construct 
a similar landfill site for metal. 

“Even the metal dumps. They have so much metal that they dump. They bury them underground. 

Same thing, all the rust still comes up. It's hard on animals because the rust is very strong. First 

time I went to Ekati, when they showed me that big dump, the metal dump, they dig 

underground and they just leave it under there and they don't think it will affect anything but it's 

still going to affect so many.” 

“Leeching (of chemicals into the ground and into the water).” 

“That's going to spread over the years because rust never sleeps, just keeps going and going.” 

9 SHIPS AND SHIPPING 

The consultants were concerned about ships and potential contaminant spills in Bathurst Inlet and in 
the ocean. Bathurst Inlet is a dangerous water body for those who don’t know it, because of many 
currents, uncharted reefs and high winds. They recommended that recent bathymetry studies be 
conducted in the inlet, especially given the rapid changes in water levels that they have recently seen. 
They emphasized that past studies were not reliable because of the changes in water levels that had 
occurred. 

The consultants asked for more information on shipping options, types and sizes of ships, even though 
Sabina had told them that ships were only for re-supply and would be the same types as those used 
to re-supply communities. They were concerned because of the presence of other potential 
developments. They asked Sabina to consider the effect of shipping by other mining companies 
(Xstrata, MMG) etc., on the environment of Bathurst Inlet and the ocean. They asked to not only 
consider Sabina in isolation because there could be many more demands and potential impacts from 
these other developments. 

9.1 Spills and Accidents 

“Another (concern) is their hull, the bottom hull, I think they should be coming with double hull 

ships. This whole area, I don't think has been studied properly for how deep the ocean is, where 

all the reefs are, and where the shoals are. (There are) shoals and shallow spots that you can't 

see from top of the water.” 

“There are so many sharp cliffs in the water.” 
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“I mentioned that we went back home over a week ago for about a week. We went to Arctic 

Sound, Katimanak, where my wife was born. We noticed that anywhere we go boating you have 

to be careful where you go because the water levels were so low. In the past where we used to 

go boating fast, and anywhere you want to go, you can't anymore because it is shallow all over 

the place now. So saying that I think Sabina, at that laydown area, for shipping, I think they 

should check the whole inlet again for how deep the water is. Because some of those deep spots 

where they propose to ship by might have gone lower, so it would be shallower now. 

There will be a lot of spots there that were very deep before won't be as deep now. They 

probably have to check the whole route again, to make sure it's safe to do so, to shipping in 

there.” 

“As an example, a couple years ago there was a big ship hauling fuel. It got stuck near Gjoa 

Haven somewhere… Cruise ship got stuck here too. That can happen with shipping too. 

Whatever they're hauling, it may be fuel, or chemicals, who knows. This sort of thing can happen 

too. They can run ashore. Ships are not as mighty as some people think. The mighty Titanic was 

never supposed to go down.” 

“I am afraid that up around Bathurst Inlet there is a lot of current, and it’s too narrow for big 

ships (shoals, shallows and dangerous currents mapped surrounding Kaogyok (Quadyuk Island) 

and Koagyok (north Quadyuk Island)). What happens if there is a big wind and a ship gets 

pushed into the shallows? They have a lot of reefs around the inlet. Sometimes these reefs are 

sticking out of the water, just rock. I’m always concerned that if they start bringing big ships in 

there, something happens, and there is an oil leak, it’s always my concern.” 

“The ships that they are talking about, especially Xstrata, they require huge ships, twice as big as 

this building. These are capable of running all year; they can break through twenty feet of ice, no 

problem. … Ships that are that big, if you have one little spill from those big ships, what’s going 

to happen to us? The marine mammals will be decimated. 

I think of stuff like that all the time. I’m greedy for my land. I want my kids to enjoy it, and their 

kids. I just bring up stuff like that for you all to think about, because it is a big step. And they 

want to run all year, that’s what they’ve been saying but I am totally against it. Because they 

have the capability of running a ship down to that port twelve months of the year. That’s 

something else to think about, not just what’s going on, on land, what’s going on, on the ocean.” 

“Where they had a big ship hit bottom and oil all over, you see that on the news, it’s devastating. 

The animals, the marine life, birds, everything, doesn’t stand a chance against something that 

happens like that. I’m very concerned about that. That’s why I always speak strongly against 

mining but again it’s not up to me. Sure, it’s good to see your family members out making a few 

dollars but you only get a few dollars for a short time. Like I said, if something happens with any 

of the projects, and they have a chemical spill, or oil or something in big amounts, I always think 

about that. We’ll never be able to fish, or eat seal, birds, or anything, will be contaminated so we 

can’t eat them. I like to be careful about how we go planning the future for our kids, and their 

kids.” 



Concerns, Comments and Recommendations Page AIII-12 
 

9.2 Ballast Water and Invasive Species 

“These ships hold all their wastewater in their hulls and they dump it when they get to port. They 

should not be allowed to empty their hulls when they get to port. Anything, all their waste 

products, they should not dump into the ocean. They should not be dumping anything into the 

ocean; they should take it to proper disposal sites.” 

“The ballast, and those ships, and the shipping routes, (their impact on) our ocean mammals, our 

plants, and these ocean shorelines, I'd like to see all that taken into consideration.” 

“The ones (ships) from the west, from Hay River, they often use barges, we are used to seeing 

that. But the ones that are coming from the east, they use ships. So they (Sabina) might be using 

ships. What I was thinking, is what kinds of ships they will be using. The ships coming from the 

east are ships that carry ballast, water ballast so they could have their weight distribution, their 

ship to have a proper weight distribution. How they balance their ship, they take in water from 

ballast to equalize their weight distribution. One part of the ship might bring in more water for 

their weight. 

What I was getting at is if they are getting that ballast from other parts of Canada like Montréal 

or other places, the habitat down there is a little bit different. If they are going to carry that 

ballast all the way down to here. When you see all the water flowing from the sides of the ships; 

that is ballast. What I'm getting at is that ballast, that water content in that ship is different and 

they will be distributing the water all across the shipping route. They could (bring with them) 

species that don't belong here.” 

“My worry is that with the water they will be bringing wildlife into this area that that does not 

belong here, that will contaminate that whole area.” 

“That was my thinking when Baffinland wanted to start sending ships all the way to China. 

Where are they going to get that ballast from, from China or from over here? So they're going 

get some ballast, ocean water from here and carry it down all the way to China. And when they 

are coming back from China they are going to collect different water again and bring it all the 

way to Nunavut.” 

“Even these crates, all of these sea-cans that we get here, whatever's in there came from Tuk 

(Tuktoyaktuk), and further south. How far have those sea-cans come? Those bugs get in there 

and come all the way up here. Just like anything they ship up here. They are collecting all sorts of 

bugs from the south and bringing them up here, in their sea-cans, and their trucks and what 

have you. I've seen them everywhere.” 

“That laydown area, they will be leaving lots of equipment in that area for the season, until the 

winter road season opens. What they are shipping from the south, whatever comes in on the 

ships, they will be leaving all that equipment there. Whatever is in or on the bottom of the sea-

cans, mud and whatever, is going to be distributed all over this marine laydown area.” 
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10 CLOSURE AND REMEDIATION 

“It's got to be, everything has to be ongoing all the time towards remediation and cleanliness for 

after mining is closed. You always have to be looking towards remediation not halfway through 

the mine life. Everything else has been dumped and everything before the remediation process 

has started.  

A lot of times, we have a hard time saying the real things that we really see before they started 

their remediation process. What has been there, why wasn't it done like this, why wasn’t 

remediation process looked at before the mining ever started? Now all of this has been done 

already (in cases of contaminated sites) and it's really hard for the cleanup process to begin. I 

would really like to recommend that the remediation process should be ongoing right from the 

beginning, right until the very last day that this mine will be done.” 

10.1 Security Bond for Mine Cleanup 

The consultants were concerned about the legacy of past mining. They asked that the security bond 
be sufficiently large enough to adequately complete clean-up. Tahera was used as the example. They 
recommended that regulators collect the entire amount, not just a security deposit. 

“I'd like to mention the security bond that must be required if this project were to go ahead. This 

is for protecting the land and the water, the security bond. We've known over the years, back in 

pre-land claims era, the federal government and territorial government had a responsibility for 

distributing permits and advice on development permits for mining. These companies were never 

required to deposit any security bonds for site cleanups, pre-mining cleanup, I meant post- and 

pre-mining cleanup also. What’s been happening is during those years these mining companies, 

exploration companies, they just left whatever they don't need to take back, they just left it on 

the land, all over the land be at campsites, barrels, fuel, whatever they needed for the mine site. 

They just left it behind.  

It caused a lot of problems and is still causing a lot of problems over the years on the land. For all 

these sites to be cleaned up we will be stuck with the bill. While these mining companies make all 

the money, pocket all the money off the land, the public ends up with having to clean up their 

sites. For security I think what has to happen from now on, the security has to be there to cover 

the whole post mining cleanup, be it water, land or whatever. That has not been happening. A 

good example is right now is the Tahera site, where the security was never collected by the 

regulators. They never collected the whole bond, be it the federal government, the territorial 

government, or the Inuit owned lands. I'm not too sure which one did not collect the bond but 

now the public is stuck with cleaning up that site again. For all future mining proposals I think 

the regulators should be collecting the whole amount of the security bond instead of letting the 

project go ahead and saying they will collect it later. That's for the water quality and wildlife 

values, post-mining.” 
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10.2 Concern of Other Companies Taking Over 

“If it comes to that again would I like to see for Sabina to do is if they're thinking about handing 

it over to another company, is to get all their cleaning done, tailings well-maintained and 

everything else before they turn it over to another company who might want to have another go 

at that mine site. And then they could start their own tailings pond, whatever again. That's what 

I do really like to see.” 

“That's what I'd like to see, a big cleanup before they hand it over to another company who 

would be really interested in doing something else at that mine.” 

11 CONSULTATION - LISTENING TO INUIT 

11.1 Comments on Communication by Sabina 

Consultants were concerned that they were not consulted on a change in the location of the marine 
laydown area and the first time they were made aware of this change was during the workshop. They 
preferred the option presented during the workshop but said that they should have been advised 
regarding this change in plans. 

“How can we have any concerns if we don’t even hear? Like Sabina hasn’t given us the 

information on their new proposed project? For example, it (the marine laydown area) used to 

be proposed to be on this part but now it’s down here and we didn’t get the information that it 

was moved up there. Nobody gave us that information until yesterday.” 

“Why bother building two areas if you can work with one rather than mess up so much land. You 

can’t put it back together once it’s all damaged. Rather than have two places, why can’t they just 

work with one? Why didn’t they give us that information before?” 

“Nobody was consulted. That’s the main thing. We knew about the main one (BIPAR) but the top 

one we didn’t know anything about.” 

“If they are going to do an on the land road and go by the ice, why can’t you just go on the ice all 

the way down rather than damage the land overland. If they had given us that information we 

would have had a chance (to respond), but we didn’t have that information. So this is the first 

time that we have seen a different part of the proposed site.” 

“I don’t understand why they are going to go overland instead of using the ice road. They can 

just use the ice road (talking about the proposed all-weather road at the marine laydown area).” 

11.2 General Comments on Consultation and Past Activities 

“These mining proponents, whoever they are, coming to be on the land, hopefully they will start 

to listen to people, to what people are saying. Landowners, us land owners of this region, we 

should be listened to, to what we are saying, be it Crown land or Inuit-owned land or some other 

lands, it all belongs to Inuit. It's been our habitat for thousands and thousands of years. I think 
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the outside people who come to do proposals like mining; they should listen to landowners 

before they start.” 

“You can see this whole thing (the Kitikmeot region) has been staked. And we didn't even get to 

say a word. This whole area has been staked by outsiders. We didn't get to say anything… I flew 

right from here (Kugluktuk) by helicopter, all the way to Yellowknife, and all you can see are all 

stakes. I've never seen so many stakes anywhere before. The whole place is staked. Nothing is 

open. We don't have land left.” 

“In my younger years I did a lot of hunting and exploring on my own around Contwoyto Lake and 

Pellatt Lake areas. I would run into drilling operations that I had never once heard about in 

Kugluktuk. Sometimes I would run into drilling rigs or small mining camps which I had never 

heard about. I am glad mining operations are more into communities, and community 

knowledge, that these communities know about each and every little exploration that goes on in 

the north, where mining companies put their explorations. That’s what I would like to say.” 

11.3 Inuit Advisory Group 

The consultants recommended that Sabina establish an advisory group of elders and younger land 
users that would be involved from the beginning of the process to ensure that Inuit values are 
considered throughout the life of a mine. 

“And through time, we as elders would like to go to this mine on a yearly visit, by elders or on 

some sort of a project. A lot of the times when we have elders going to mines, they are looking at 

the cleanliness, or air quality or whatever they might have an issue with. They bring a lot of 

elders into these mines for one specific thing. But it should be ongoing, maybe elders going for 

air quality or water quality. Maybe that group can look at the air quality throughout the mine 

life. Another one being water quality; all of this towards the remediation process.” 

“One missing ingredient to this group, a youth group, some of the youth. Like I said before, we’re 

not getting any younger. We’re thinking of the youth, the next generation. The younger 

generation, such as our children or somebody younger, consider a youth group, maybe school, 

somebody from the school. It would be a good idea if they sat and learned about how we talk 

about stuff like this, because they are the ones who will be living in these areas in the future. 

Even times when we come to meetings for Diavik or BHP, all of us elders are saying that we are 

not getting any younger. We’re saying all this stuff for the younger generation to follow and to 

put this knowledge into themselves for their generation and the next generation to follow. It 

would be something for Sabina to look into incorporating into a group session like this. We have 

to at least, start from the younger years, even younger, and keep them as they become adults.” 

Some of the consultants had recommendations for other ways to engage and support Inuit 
communities. 

“What I've noticed in the community is just one-week or two-week culture elder youth 

conferences out on the land. You can't learn very much from one week or two weeks. It's got to 
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be on-going, year-to-year. Like ourselves, we are all born out on the land, we know how to live 

off the land, how to collect what we need from the land.” 

“A community could send out a whole bunch of young people into that group for a get-together 

for a month or so and then they can go back into the community, or a school class project 

maybe. It might work a little better for young people and instill in their minds a little cultural 

experience on the land.” 

11.4 Other Communities 

The consultants recommended including other communities in the Traditional Knowledge Assessment 
process, because they share the same water system and/or because people from other communities 
also traditionally used the Bathurst Inlet area. They also asked that participants from the different 
communities be brought together afterwards to share their thoughts and experiences. 

“What I’d like to suggest is that after all these meetings have been conducted in our 

communities, once the community consulting such as this is done, I think it would be a good idea 

for all those consultants such as ourselves to get together and recollect what we have said about 

this project. I think that it would give really good insights. A lot of time what other communities 

will bring up would refresh our minds over here too. So, in that way I think it would be a good 

idea if all the consultants get together and share some stories. What we might have missed 

here, Cambridge Bay will have, or Gjoa Haven, or Taloyoak, or Kugaaruk, or wherever. It will 

refresh our minds over here too. It would be a good thing to do.” 

12 COMMENTS ABOUT MINING, JOBS AND ENVIRONMENT 

“I guess we have to accept whatever’s coming. Too many young people are not doing anything. 

They don’t want to go somewhere else, some of them don’t want to go anywhere, and they want 

to stay in communities. There’s nothing for them to do in communities, job wise. There are lots of 

things to do, but job wise, there are very limited jobs in each community.” 

“Now it's really different. We never had hungry young people before. Now there so many young 

people with no jobs and they are not able to go on the land to look for whatever they want 

because they got no skidoos, dogs. Most of our younger families, they have no food on the table 

and it's pretty hard for them because they have no job and they have no machines, so they don't 

depend on the land anymore.” 

“And the money that we are getting does not last if you have big families, like we're both 

working and we have kids who don't work. We have to support their families. We are hardly 

getting enough food for these two weeks, doesn't even last for two weeks till next payday 

because we have to try to support this other family because they don't have anything. Everything 

is so costly right now.  

And skidoos especially. You have to go out on the land, plus you have to buy gas because you 

can't get anywhere on the land without gas. Just go to Bay Chimo from here, for just one week, 

we need to spend on gas and groceries which cost us over $2000 already, just to make it there 
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for a week and back. There are so many jobs and it's a rich Nunavut, but yet our Inuit people are 

always hungry. 

My oldest daughter is 30 years old. She is really concerned about all the mines. She was saying 

‘Why do they wreck our land and we don't end up getting anything out of it.’ Because they're not 

working or anything and we have to support them.” 

“From my point of view, today's society, it's all based on a monetary system, worldwide 

monetary system. In the past, people were indigenous people, aboriginal people, depending on 

wildlife and water, air quality. You didn't need money to carry on life, carry on your traditions in 

your life… That was a way of life for people worldwide, for aboriginal people. Now everything 

has changed because of the monetary system, and everybody has to live through this system 

now because there is no other way. So it's geared to, the whole world is geared towards money 

now so everyone is into that system now.  

So it's a really hard choice, like you said, for us to turn away mining or any industrial 

development up here. Simply because there are more people growing all the time, population 

boom or whatever, so it's very difficult for Inuit people to decide what to do, to say no to mining. 

Trying to live off the land I don't think can be done anymore, big-scale wide. Individuals might be 

able to do it, small groups, small families might be able to do it, but territorial wide, Canada 

wide, and we can't do it anymore because everybody is depending on money. Dependence is on 

money. 

That's my point. It's a very hard choice. I think we have to make sacrifices which we are doing 

already. We are forced to live into this style. That's where a lot of the problems come in. Inuit life 

has been assimilated into another culture. That's why all the problems are coming, cultural 

change, like suicides, alcohol, anything like that. It takes away the stress from individuals. My 

point is that we are in monetary system now so we have to accept it but not at any cost I believe 

we will accept it. But we have to be in control of whatever happens up here.” 

“We have to remember that although that is the place that you're going to have mining, or a 

mine site, the surrounding area could be could be affected for many, many miles in the 

surrounding area.” 

“That's what I mean, right from what Sabina has proposed, or any other mining company, when 

you start talking, immediately you should be thinking about plant life, and wildlife, people really 

into consideration. We are all as one up here; we have always lived by the rules of the land and 

the weather. Sometimes we have a hard time saying yes to a lot of things, when we really want 

to say no. It's really all right as long as you keep it really, really clean, especially our plant life.” 

“We have to think about our traditional way of doing things, like long ago. We may have to 

eventually come back to those things maybe in the future when all the mining and everything 

starts to be gone and there's nothing left to mine, and all our fuels and everything. We don't 

have big oil wells anywhere, or lumber anywhere. We have to take care of all this for wildlife to 

come back after the mining is gone. 
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I would like to really say to them, when they want to build these mines, that it’s very delicate. It's 

what we've been telling these mining companies for a long, long time. It just seems like they just 

kind of ignore us. They just go ahead and start to mine.” 

“I understand that what is happening today, we cannot do away with any stuff from the South 

now. We Inuit people are relying on it, and that's okay. We don't even mind if a mine becomes 

open up here but I just wish these mining executives would finally say we will take all the 

garbage and take it back where it came from and not leave it anywhere in these areas or 

anywhere the mining activity is. The mines are only for 20 years, 25 years, but they will destroy 

the land and that habitat for wildlife for many, many years. It takes many, many years for that 

part of the land to start to really get back to its normal state again, the way it used to be.” 

“Crown land and Inuit owned lands, all lands are equal. It's all Nunavut. Just because its Crown 

land, it doesn't mean that you can start to do things that you can't do on this land (IOLs) because 

everything on this land is the same as on Crown land. All habitats and everything, it's all equal. 

Just because it's Crown land, doesn't mean you can go ahead and do whatever you want on it.” 

13 COMMENTS ON THE WORKSHOPS 

“I am happy with this type of consultation with Inuit people. I am satisfied. In the past, we were 

worried about what was going on, when stuff like this happened. But I feel more comfortable 

with this system coming in. I’m happy that mining companies are seeking input.” 

“I’d like to say that I’ve been to so many meetings, but I’ve never had this kind of meeting with 

all these maps. It really wakes up my mind to see what is going to be going on. I am learning 

from it and I’ll pass it on to the younger people as I get older. Just listening has opened my mind, 

just listening to the others and the elders, has just opened my mind about knowing what’s going 

on in this whole area. I’ve been through all that (that entire area) but I’m just really learning lots 

from all these maps. It just really opened up my mind.” 

“From my perspective, these types of workshops are now necessary in terms of the people who 

own the land, providing input into any proposals, any proposal, any development proposal up 

here. This workshop highlights what needs to be passed on to the proponents, in terms of 

wildlife, environmental, archaeological or whatever. These are Inuit rights. To be more effective 

in working fast or well, a smaller group like this, rather than a great big large group is better, 

because it takes a while to get all this information from people. The smaller the group the faster 

you go. The larger the group, the longer things take. Like if we had a big group right now, we 

would be going into next week.” 

“Meetings like this refreshes the mind, you remember a lot. It sort of opens things up.” 

“It’s like my whole mind again went back to this area. It was especially helpful to have an elder 

sitting there because, I find that I would be kind of lost if he was not there.” 

“It refreshes the mind. Everywhere you go. Just like Joseph (Niptanatiak). Joseph has always been 

one of the consultants. What he talks about, it really refreshes our younger generation. We tend 
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to forget a lot. We have a lot of activities in the communities, and working for numbers of years. 

And some people, it really refreshes our minds when we have elders who know a lot about the 

past in that era and generation.” 

“When we have these groups, it’s a good place to discuss our concerns that we have about how 

our land is being used, how it’s affecting our lifestyle, the impact that it has on the land and the 

game that we depend on for food. We want to ensure that it’s available for our children, and our 

grandchildren. (It gives us) a better understanding of how the mines work.” 

13.1 More Information Required 

Consultants asked for more information from Sabina on their timeline, and on underground mining 
plans. They said that they needed a better understanding of how mines “work”, especially their impact 
on the animals that Inuit depend on for food. They wanted to ensure that animals would be available 
for Inuit today, for their children and their grandchildren. 

13.2 Follow-up 

The consultants asked for a follow-up meeting from Sabina in a year’s time or so, to see how their 

recommendations had been addressed. 

“That would be a good thing to have. It would give us something to look back and study in 

between those periods.” 
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